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PAShINGTON -- Rep. I,ika de la Garza, D-Tex., announced today
that public hearings have been scheduled for October 17-18 in
Washington to consider legislation which would revise current rigid
regulations on weighing of grain entering export elevators.
De la Garza, who is Chairman of the Department Investigations,
Oversight, and Research Subcommittee of the House Agriculture
Committee, noted that existing law requires federal weighing of all
grain entering export elevators. The Subcommittee earlier held an
oversight hearing on the issue in Houston.
"He have received complaints from farmers, farm co-ops, and
others in the grain industry who maintain that the existing blanket
weighing rule is too rigid and costly," de la Garza said. "Critics
of the present regulation maintain that it covers cases like ship-
ments which are eventually going to domestic customers, or shipments
between divisions of a single company, where federal weighing isn't
needed to protect buyers and sellers.'
De la Garza said hearings on legislation to deal with the issue
will now be held by the Livestock and Grains Subcommittee, headed by
Rep. Charles Rose, D-N.C. "On the basis of the oversight hearing
held by my own Subcommittee, and in view of the complaints we've
received, I think it's time to hold a legislative hearing so Congress
can determine whether changes really are warranted in the Grain
Standards Act," de la Garza added.
The hearings will be held at 10:00 A.M., October 17 and October 18
in Room 1302, Longworth House Office Building, Washington, D. C.
